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Thursday 18" September 2025
Dear Parent/Guardian

As you you aware, last term the school community developed an agreed ethos statement after work from the
pupils, parents and staff. The development of our ethos is part our School Development Plan work. It was
fantastic to bring the school community together to reflect about our school. The school’s ethos is our set of
guiding beliefs, ideals and/or fundamental character. It is who we are, and it is our personality. Essentially, it is
the foundation to the educational provision we offer.

Our agreed ethos statement reads:

At Donaghey Primary School we are a caring and welcoming school dedicated to our children, families and
community. We are dedicated to meeting the needs of all of our children by providing a high-quality education,
meeting needs of all children through encouraging, challenging and giving life experiences. We want all children
to have fun and enjoy learning while celebrating all their successes.

The next stage of our work is to develop values, a vision statement and aims for the school for the school.
During our staff training days in August, staff began the process of reflecting on the work of our school and we
drafted statements related to our values, vision and aims. We are now able to share the draft statements with you
and the school community.

Values
We listed a number of values and agreed on three that we felt were important at Donaghey Primary School:
Value Notes

Care Care for self/others/property — kindness, love, others, honesty.
We want to encourage our children — show love, kindness, to have hope, to be honest, take
responsibility for actions and words.

Curious Explore/learn/inquisitive — ask questions, try. Self-pride.
Facilitating an environment for the children to be curious in all their activities —
investigating and exploring.

Community  Family! Being connected — open (problems — always talk).
Welcoming, inclusive, value input, receptive to people, warm and friendly.

Vision
Based around our values of Care, Curious and Community, we developed a draft vision statement. The

vision statement is a short, forward-looking declaration that describes our aspirations for the future. The
statement reads:
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At Donaghey Primary School we aspire to create a caring and curious diverse community where everyone
learns happily together for the experience of life.

Aims for the School

Our aims are a little more specific.

Donaghey Primary School is a school at the heart of its community where we aim: -

1. To nurture an environment where everyone is safe, happy, secure, valued and every voice matters.

2. To encourage all to be critical thinkers and respectful towards ideas, theories and the opinions of
others.

3. To enable pupils to fulfil their intellectual, spiritual, physical, social, creative and emotional
potential. Central to the creation of this environment is a commitment to Christian values.

4. To encourage everyone to be resilient and to proactively look after their own physical and mental
wellbeing and to help others in their time of need.

5. To assist pupils become active learners who enjoy the curriculum as we help them to develop skills
and values to contribute to their community and beyond.

6. To support pupils to enjoy reading and writing and develop confidence in communication.

7. To encourage pupils, develop the skills and knowledge of numeracy and support them in becoming
confident in everyday situations.

8. To support pupils as they use online resources confidently, responsibly, and safely as they become
digital leaders.

9. To provide highly effective teaching by supporting staff in ongoing professional development, with a
focus on evidence-based practices that lead to improved pupil outcomes.

10. To work in partnership with parents, governors and other professionals to deliver the agreed aims of
the school.

Consultation

At this stage we would welcome your views regarding our proposed values, vision statement and school
aims.

School Council

One of the final tasks for our 2024/25 School Council before elections take place in early October will be for
them to take a closer look at our values with regard how we live them out at Donaghey Primary School. |
will look forward to sharing their thoughts with you.

Pupils, Parents, Staff and Governors

Please talk to your child about our draft values, vision statement and school aims and then use the form at

https://forms.office.com/e/gs7cHffWWEF to express your views. | would be grateful if the form could be
submitted by Tuesday 30" September.

Other groups

I would encourage you to pass this correspondence on to any member of your extended family who has a
connection and interest with the school. It would be fantastic to hear their views.

Thank you for talking the time to consider the above. Your views are so important to us. Staff are currently
finalising our priorities for the coming three years within the NI Curriculum. Those specific priorities will
be shared with you in due course along with our final agreed values, vision statement and school aims.


https://forms.office.com/e/gs7cHffWWF

Yours sincerely

Mr S. Harrison (Principal)



