EDUCATION AUTHORITY — SOUTHERN REGION
Donaghey Primary School
28 Killygarvin Road ﬁ

Donaghey

DUNGANNON

BT71 4DA

Tel: 028 8774 8267 Fax: 028 8774 6316

E-Mail: sharrison687@c2ken.net Website: www.donagheyps.co.uk

Thursday 4" December 2025

Dear Parent/Guardian

P1-Open Night

It was fantastic to welcome lots of new faces into our school during our open night on Tuesday for P1 children due to
enter P1 in September 2026. If you know of anyone who could not attend and would like further information about
the school, please ask them to contact the office. The P1 admissions process opens on Wednesday 7% January 2026 at
12 Noon. The admissions process is managed by the Education Authority. More details can be found at
https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/primary-admissions-guide

The staff would like to thank the Donaghey Parents’ Association for providing tea, coffee etc at the open night. Your
support is much appreciated. In addition, our P7 Buddies were brilliant on Tuesday night. Their help assisting
teachers in the classrooms was greatly appreciated along with the tours of the school they led. Well done to all of you.

Nativity Play

The boys and girls are really looking forward to performing their Nativity Play on Tuesday 9" December. Prior to the
Nativity Play there will be musical performances from our choir, tin whistle group and wind instrumentalists. Doors
will open at 9.30am with the show commencing at 10.00am. Please remember to bring your ticket. Buggies are not
permitted in the hall, however please contact me if you will require assistance.

We will have a full hall, therefore entry cannot be permitted without a ticket. We have not charged parents for tickets,
however we will be having a collection with money going towards our costs.

Parking will be available at the Congregational Church during next week’s performances with access to the school via
the side gate. Please do not block the driveways of local residents. Your co-operation is much appreciated.

If you are not available to attend the Nativity Play next Tuesday or you would like to view the play again, you are
welcome to come along to an informal viewing of the Nativity Play on Wednesday 10" December at 10.00am. A
ticket is not required for this performance.

I would like to thank in advance our wonderful Donaghey Parents’ Association (DPA) who will be providing
tea/coffee and treats next Tuesday. They will also be assisting us at Monday’s dress rehearsal, where our pupils will
be entertaining children from local pre-schools.

Thank you, parents, for your support throughout our preparations. You really are in for a treat at next week’s
performances!

Sandholes Singing

Reminder, P5-P7 pupils will be singing at Sandholes this evening. More details can be found in the letter 20/11/25.
Please meet at 6.20pm at the Church Hall in Sandholes. Parents are responsible for their children before and after the
pupils have sung. Thank you to the Sandholes Community Group for inviting us along.

Principal: Mr S Harrison, BSSc, PGCE, PQH (NI).


https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/primary-admissions-guide

Irwin Speirs Memorial Cross-Country

We will have ten Donaghey pupils (one running for their club) competing at the MUSA on Saturday morning in the
Irwin Speirs Memorial Cross-Country Race. Thank you for arranging your child’s entry. You should aim to arrive no
later than thirty to forty minutes before your child’s race. This will allow your child to view the course, warm up (I
can help with warmups if you wish) and go to the toilet before their race. Race tops will be distributed before the end
of the week. Please note, pupils should wear football boots or running spikes to help give them grip during the race.
The race will be run on grass and it is likely to be very mucky!

I will look forward to seeing the pupils race on Saturday.

Christmas Post & Christmas Jumper Day

Our internal Christmas post box opened yesterday. Pupils can post cards to other pupils in school at a cost of £1.00
per bundle of cards with all proceeds going to Save the Children. A bundle is simply the number of cards your child is
posting. Please note, we are only accepting £1 coins. This will help reduce the number of coins being counted in the
office. The P7 pupils will manage the sorting and delivery of the cards within the school. The last day for posting
cards will be Monday 15" December.

We will also be supporting Save the Children by having a Christmas Jumper Day (non-uniform day) on Tuesday 16"
December. Please donate £1.00 per pupil. Pupils are welcome to wear appropriate non-uniform during the week
beginning Monday 15" December.

Christmas Dinner — Tuesday 16" December and change to the menu

There has been a change to the menu for some of the days on the week commencing Monday 15" December. See
details below.

Tuesday 16™ December

Christmas Dinner

Turkey / Stuffing
Cocktail sausage

Baton carrot / peas
Mashed & roast potatoes
Gravy

Dessert

Choc Ice

Wednesday 17" December
Normal Menu

Cheese Pizza

Jelly & pears

Bolognese

Potato Wedges / pasta
Broccoli & Coleslaw

Desert

Jelly & Pears

Thursday 18" December

Party Day

Choc chip muffin
Chicken Nuggets
Skinny Fries

Reminder, school will be paying for the pupils’ Christmas dinners on Tuesday 16" December, therefore, please do not
pay for this day when you are booking dinners for the week. When you send in your child’s dinner note on the

Monday of that week, please indicate if your child is taking a Christmas dinner.

Donaghey Parents’ Association (DPA) Christmas Party & News

As indicated in previous correspondence, a Christmas Party for our pupils has been planned by the DPA for the
evening of Tuesday 16th December. The party will take place in the school's hall over two sessions; P1-P4: 6.15pm —

7.15pm and P5-P7: 7.30pm — 8.30pm. There will be music and games with the children encouraged to wear festive
clothes. The fee will be £5.00 per child and all children will receive a food party bag. We would be grateful if you
could send in the payment with your child by Friday 12th December in an envelope marked ‘DPA Christmas Party’
with the name of your child/children (those attending) written on the envelope. This information will allow the DPA

to plan for the event.

WHEN YOU ARE COLLECTING YOUR CHILD, PLEASE WALK UP TO THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL TO
MEET YOUR CHILD. CHILDREN WILL NOT BE PERMITTEDTO WALK TO THE BOTTOM OF THE LANE

UNACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.




Thank you to those parents who attended the DPA quiz last month held at Dungannon RFC and to those who donated
raffle prizes. £382 was raised. A DPA meeting will be arranged for the new year.

Community Christmas Breakfast — Thursday 18™ December

Our Community Christmas Breakfast will take place on Thursday 18" December from 8am-9am in the assembly hall.
This is always a wonderful morning and it is great to open our doors to the school community. The breakfast will be a
continental style breakfast and of course Santa will be there. Parking will be available at the Congregational Church.
Breakfast for adults will be £4.00 and children £2.00. Please complete payment through the app by 9am on Tuesday
16th December if you and other family members plan to attend. This information will help us plan the breakfast.
Pupils should be supervised by a parent/carer from 8.00am to 8.45am.

The DPA will be organising photos with Santa immediately after the breakfast. If you would like your child’s photo
taken with Santa, please forward £5.00 before 9am on Monday 15" December. Please insert the money in an
envelope and write your child’s name and class on the envelope along with quantity of photos you would like. Please
also state any information related to a group photograph being taken — who is to be in the photographg etc.

Wraparound Care

There has been a noticeable reduction in the number of children using our Breakfast Club and the 2.45pm — 4.45pm
afternoon childcare services in recent weeks (the P1-P3 clubs remains well supported). If your child was a regular
user of the above services and they no longer require the provision, please email me. The childcare services can only
continue if they are financially viable, so please support them.

If you have booked your child into our afternoon childcare, please remember, if your child misses a session for
whatever reason, the booking cannot be carried forward to another week or a refund will not be given, unless we for
whatever reason cannot provide the service — school being closed at short notice etc. We have staff costs to meet
based on initial bookings, therefore refunds cannot be given. With our P1-P3 Club being well used, parents may carry
forward missed bookings. The Breakfast Club will continue to operate on a ‘pay as you use’ basis.

PLEASE REMEMBER, A NOTE WITH DETAILS REGARDING YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL DINNER AND/OR
CHILDCARE REQUIREMNTS MUST BE SENT TO YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER ON THE MONDAY OF THE
WEEK YOU REQUIRE THE SERVICES. PLEASE FORWARD THE NOTE AFTER YOU HAVE PAID FOR
THE SERVICES ON THE APP. PLEASE DO NOT MESSAGE YOIUR REQUIREMNTS BY SEESAW. WE DO
NOT HAVE THE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT ON A MONDAY TO PROCESS ONLINE BOOKINGS. THE
NOTE ALLOWS THE TEACHER TO QUICKLY PROCESS THE REQUESTS TO ALLOW TEACHING AND
LEARNING TO COMMENCE ON TIME. PAYMENTS ARE THEN FOLLOWED UP DURING THE WEEK BY
MRS WATSON. IF YOU NEED LAST MINUTE PROVISION (P1-P3 CLUB AND/OR 2.45PM — 4.45PM
AFTERNOON CHILDCARE, PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT US VIA TELEPHONE TO BOOK
YOUR CHILD IN.

More information regarding our booking procedures and fees can be found at the bottom of the afternoon childcare
booking form and in the ‘Parent Information Booklet 2025/26.’

Communication Reminder

The school’s app is used to communicate whole school business such as latest letters, policies, general information
and make payments as stated previously — Dinners, childcare provision and school trips. Notifications will also be
sent out through the app. The app can be downloaded from the app store. Use the code ‘11111° when prompted. T
would encourage all your family members who have involvement with your child at Donaghey Primary School to
download the app. Occasionally, we will send home a hard copy of an important letter with the vast majority of our
communications being sent out through the app.

The teachers will use Seesaw to share information that is related to your child’s class - photographs, homework
information etc. Our Facebook Page will be used to promote the school in the community.

Please, submit all forms etc for any given activity, eg the Nativity Play ticket request by the deadline date.

Other

e Information will be released soon regarding P5/P6 swimming which commences on Monday 5 January 2026.



o Details regarding after-school activities for term two will be released before we break up for Christmas.

e School will close at 11.30am on Friday 19" December for the Christmas holidays. The bus will run at this
time.

Yours sincerely

Mr S. Harrison (Principal)



