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Thursday 11th December 2025 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

Thank you for your support over the last week.  It was brilliant for our pupils to be able to perform for parents and 

extended family over the last number of days. 

 

Christmas Post & Christmas Jumper Day 

Reminder, pupils can post cards to other pupils in school at a cost of £1.00 per bundle of cards with all proceeds going 

to Save the Children.  A bundle is simply the number of cards your child is posting.  Please note, we are only 

accepting £1 coins.  This will help reduce the number of coins being counted in the office.  The P7 pupils will manage 

the sorting and delivery of the cards within the school.  The last day for posting cards will be Monday 15th December. 

We will also be supporting Save the Children by having a Christmas Jumper Day (non-uniform day) on Tuesday 16th 

December.  Please donate £1.00 per pupil.  

Christmas Dinner – Tuesday 16th December  

School will be paying for the pupils’ Christmas dinners on Tuesday 16th December, therefore, please do not pay for 

this day when you are booking dinners for next week.  When you send in your child’s dinner note on the Monday, 

please indicate if your child is taking a Christmas dinner. 

Donaghey Parents’ Association (DPA) Christmas Party 

 

As indicated in previous correspondence, a Christmas Party for our pupils has been planned by the DPA for the 

evening of Tuesday 16th December.  The party will take place in the school's hall over two sessions; P1-P4: 6.15pm –  

7.15pm and P5-P7: 7.30pm – 8.30pm.  There will be music and games with the children encouraged to wear festive 

clothes.  The fee will be £5.00 per child and all children will receive a food party bag.  We would be grateful if you 

could send in the payment with your child by Friday 12th December in an envelope marked ‘DPA Christmas Party’ 

with the name of your child/children (those attending) written on the envelope.  This information will help the DPA 

plan the event. 

 

WHEN YOU ARE COLLECTING YOUR CHILD FROM THE PARTY, PLEASE WALK UP TO THE FRONT OF 

THE SCHOOL TO MEET YOUR CHILD.  CHILDREN WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO WALK TO THE 

BOTTOM OF THE LANE UNACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.   

 

Community Christmas Breakfast – Thursday 18th December 

 

Our Community Christmas Breakfast will take place on Thursday 18th December from 8am-9am in the assembly hall.  

This is always a wonderful occasion and it is great to open our doors to the school community. The breakfast will be a 

continental style breakfast and of course Santa will be there.  Parking will be available at the Congregational Church.  

Breakfast for adults will be £4.00 and children £2.00.  If you and other family members are available to attend, please 

complete payment through the app by 9am on Tuesday 16th December.  This information will help us plan the 

breakfast and it will help a ‘particular visitor’ get his gifts organised! Pupils should be supervised by a parent/carer 

from 8.00am to 8.45am. 

 



The DPA will be organising photos with Santa immediately after the breakfast.  If you would like your child’s photo 

taken with Santa, please forward £5.00 to school by 9am on Monday 15th December.  Please insert the money in an 

envelope marked ‘DPA Santa Photos’ and write your child’s name and class on the envelope along with quantity of 

photos you would like.  Please also state any information related to a group photograph being taken – who is to be in 

the photographg etc. 

 

Term Two P4-P7 Extra-Curricular Activities 

 

Term two extra-curricular activities for our P4-P7 pupils will commence on the week beginning Monday 12th January 

2026.  See details below.  

 

Monday - Football 

 

 

(P4-P7) 

 

 

SportsCity 

 

 

 

2.45pm - 3.45pm 

Tuesday – Netball 

 

 

(P4-P7) 

 

 

Lisa Bowman/Mrs 

Wilson 

 

 

2.45pm – 3.45pm 

Wednesday – Scripture 

Union 

 

(P4-P7) 

 

 

Mrs Cruise 

 

 

 

2.45pm - 3.30pm 

 

In addition, the P4-P7 Friday lunchtime running club (11.50am – 12.25pm) will continue on Fridays (all year round).  

This is open to anyone in P4-P7 who wants to run for fun or for those who would like to prepare for competition.  The 

pupils have their lunch after the run.  Please note, there is no run tomorrow due to my unavailability.     

*Please note, if the weather is very poor, outdoor activities will take place in the hall.  There is no need to phone 

school to enquire if the particular club is still running.   

Extra-curricular activity additional information: 

Monday Football (eight weeks) – The club will be run by SportsCity costing £32 for the eight-week sessions. PE kit 

required.  This is an indoor/outdoor activity.  Please book through the following link -

https://eu.jotform.com/app/nexapro/sportscity by 9.00am on Thursday 8th January.   

 

Tuesday Netball (five weeks) – Lisa Bowman will be coaching the girls and getting them ready for the Tri-

County Netball tournament. The cost of the club is £17.50.  If your child plans to attend, please forward the 

fee by Monday 5th January. 
 

Wednesday Scripture Union (eight weeks) – Please forward a note to Mrs Cruise by 9.00am on Thursday 8th January 

if your child will be attending.  There is no fee. 

 

The extra-curricular activities for term three will include tag-rugby.  The remaining programme for term three will be 

released in the new year. 

 

Running Events 

 

The final round of the Primary Schools’ Cross-Country Series will take place on Friday 16th January at Armagh Place 

Stables.  Provisional information can be found below: 

 

Start 

Time 

(Provisional times) 

Date & Place 

Round 3 

(1400m) 

Girls 1-11.10am 

Girls 2- 11.20am 

Boys 1- 11.30am 

Boys 2 – 11.40am  

Palace Stables 

Armagh 

BT60 4EL 

 

Fri 16th Jan 

 

https://eu.jotform.com/app/nexapro/sportscity


It would be fantastic to have a large contingent of Donaghey pupils compete at the event.  This is open to pupils in the 

P5-P7 classes.  I am permitted to enter six pupils into each of the boys’ and girls’ races, however, there are also fun 

races over the same course and unlimited entries can be submitted for those races.  If you would like your child to be 

considered for the boys’ and girls’ team, please send in a note to me by Wednesday 7th January.  I will run selection 

races in school on Thursday 8th January to determine who will be selected to make up the teams.  Please indicate on 

the note if your child is prepared to run in the fun race, if they are not selected for either of the teams.  On the other 

hand, your child might just want to run in the fun race.  Please indicate this on the note if this situation applies to your 

child.  Please note, parents are responsible for organising their child’s transport to and from Armagh on Friday 16th 

January.   

 

In addition, the popular Armagh AC Juvenile Races will be held on the Mall at Armagh City on the evening of 

Thursday 12th February.  These races are part of the Armagh International Road Races.  Information and entry details 

can be found at https://eventmaster.ie/event/259eI2qc0z.  Please note, parents are responsible for entering their child 

and for supervising their child on the night.  Donaghey Primary School race vests will be available for all our 

competitors. 

 

Other 

• Pupils are welcome to wear appropriate non-uniform during the week beginning Monday 15th December. 

• School will close at 11.30am on Friday 19th December for the Christmas holidays.  The bus will run at this 

time. 

• Reminder, the price of a daily school dinner from Monday 5th January 2025 will increase to £3.20.  School 

dinner payments along with the P1-P3 Club payment should be completed by midnight on the Sunday before 

the week that you require the services.  THE LATE PAYMENT FORMS SHOULD ONLY BE USED IF 

YOU HAVE A LAST MINUTE CHANGE IN YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES.  Your co-operation is much 

appreciated. 

• Please continue to keep an eye on the weekly calendar.  This is uploaded to the app every Friday. 

This is the final correspondence before the Christmas break.  On behalf of the staff, thank you for your support during 

this term.  I wish you a very Merry Christmas. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr S. Harrison (Principal) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://eventmaster.ie/event/259eI2qc0z

