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Thursday 28" May 2026
Dear Parent/Carer

2026/27 Class Arrangements

Please find below details of our class arrangements for 2026/27. There will be four classes — P1/P2, P3/P4, P5/P6 and
P6/P7. The September 2026 P6 class (the current P5 children) will be divided, with the youngest group continuing to
be part of the P5/P6 class and the eldest group moving on to the P6/P7 class. Dividing a class using age is a long-
standing method our Board of Governors use to divide a class when it is necessary to do so. In addition, when
dividing the current P5 class, overall class size factors have been considered; hence eleven pupils will remain in
P5/P6 with six pupils moving to P6/P7. | am conscious that some close friends in the current P5 class might be in a
different class to their friend(s), however dividing a class in such a way helps us ensure that we have manageable class
sizes. We will do our best to provide opportunities for the whole P6 group to come together and learn together in the
afternoons come September. Furthermore, the pupils will be free to play at break and lunchtime. In addition, the
P5/P6 and P6/P7 teachers will also work together to ensure that all our P6 pupils experience the NI Curriculum that is
appropriate to their age. When the children reach P7 age in September 2027, they will complete this year in the same
classroom.

September 2026 Class Arrangements:

Year Groups Pupil numbers Actual Class combination Class numbers

P1 19 P1/P2 19+11 =30
Mrs M. Wilson — 3days
Ms S. Workman — 2 days

P2 11

P3 8 P3/P4 8+15=23
Mrs J. Hannah — 3 days
Ms S. Workman — 2 days

P4 15

P5 11 P5/P6 11+ 11 =22
Mr D. Ferguson — 5 days

*P6 17

P7 16 P6/P7 6+16=22
Mrs R. Cruise — 2.5 days
Mr S. Harrison — 2.5 days

Total enrolment 97

*September 2026 P6 parents — a letter confirming your child’s class for September 2026 has been sent home today
(Thursday 28" May) with your child in a sealed envelope.

The days particular staff members will be working will be confirmed in due course.

We will be delighted to welcome back Mrs Hanna in September after her maternity leave. | would like to take this
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opportunity to thank Miss McClure for all her dedication and hard work over the past year covering Mrs Hanna’s
maternity leave. We look forward to giving Miss McClure a great send-off along with our P7 pupils at the leavers’
assembly on Monday 22" June. More details to follow.

School Finances

The school is currently running with a financial surplus. We are one of a minority of schools in Northern Ireland
currently operating with a financial surplus and have managed to do so for a considerable period. Governors are
determined that the school is financially healthy to help protect our school against the EA’s Area Planning processes,
where some schools are forced to amalgamate or close. Increasing our enrolment will help further improve our
financial outlook helping to maintain our four-class arrangements into future years. If you know of anyone who
might be interested in enrolling their child at Donaghey Primary School, please ask them to contact me. We
have availability in our P3/P4, P5/P6 and P6/P7 classes. Free School Meals is another source of income for the
school. If you feel that your child might be entitled to Free School Meals, please complete the necessary application
on the EA website.

We are doing our absolute best to provide for your child, and we are confident that they are receiving the support they
deserve to thrive. Our fantastic inspection report (see website) in January 2020 confirms that our pupils are given

every opportunity to succeed. During this inspection, we were awarded the top rating for overall effectiveness. Please
share this message in the community to help our school grow to protect our resources — particularly our staffing levels.

We have several opportunities for individuals and businesses to possibly assist with funding resources. A new set of
much needed chairs for the P1/P2 class was purchased for £921 and the annual Seesaw subscription costs
approximately £1200. If you have any contacts with businesses etc and they might be interested in helping towards
these costs, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Donaghey Parents’ Association (DPA)

The DPA met on Tuesday evening past. The work of this group is very much appreciated.

The main item of business discussed was the Colour Run which is due to take place on the school grounds on
Friday 12" June at 6.30pm (the gate opens at 6.00pm). The DPA are encouraging pupils, parents, friends and
family to come along and to take part in the run or just come along to spectate. Healthy Kidz will be there to
warm up the runners and facilitate the run. In addition to the run, there will be the opportunity to purchase hot
foot and refreshments etc from the tuck stall and enjoy some live music. There will also be ‘lucky dip’ type
activities. The DPA will be asking for a minimum donation of £20 per family to be paid at the gate. Cash will
also be needed to purchase food etc.

We are also asking parents, businesses etc to donate prizes for a raffle at the Colour Run. Those prizes can
be sent in at any time.

A flier to promote the event will be available on our Facebook Page soon. The DPA would appreciate if you
could do your best to promote the event in the community. In the meantime, if you and your family plan to
attend or you have family and friends who plan to attend, please complete the form in the following link -
Donaghey Primary School (DPA) Colour Run - Friday 12th June. Gate open at 6.00pm — Fill out form The
DPA would appreciate if this could be completed by 9.00am on Thursday 4™ June.

School Uniform Information

Thank you for adhering to our school uniform requirements over the course of the year. The uniform looks
fabulous, particularly when black shoes are worn. | appreciate you not sending your child into school wearing
black branded sports’ trainers. | have spoken with the School Council on many occasions regarding uniform and
footwear. We agree that it is a fair compromise for our pupils to wear black shoes without the requirement to
wear a school tie. Pupils who play lunchtime sports are welcome to bring in a pair of trainers for these activities.

From Monday 1st June, school uniform requirements will be relaxed. Your child is permitted to wear sports gear
including tracksuit bottoms, leggings, shorts and trainers along with their normal school tops. Jeans, other
trousers other than school uniform trousers and boots are not permitted. Reminder, girls have the option to wear


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/FH95Gbi710

a summer dress in line with school colours. Please note, full school uniform should be worn at our end of year
assembly on Monday 22nd June. Teachers may issue separate instructions for school trip days. Friday 29th May
will be a non-uniform day.

A draft School Uniform Policy will be sent out to the school community for consultation in the very near future.
In the meantime, more details regarding our current school uniform including the price list for Wallace’s can be
found in the Parent Information Booklet 2025/26.

At the DPA meeting this week, parents discussed arrangements for making unwanted school uniform available
for families. We are asking that any unwanted items of uniform are left in school after the P7 Leavers’ assembly
on Monday 22" June (pupils are required to wear school uniform at the assembly) up to the end of the school day
on Tuesday 23 June. Parents can view uniforms in the assembly hall and take what they need from 8.30am on
Wednesday 24™ June up to the end of term. You are very welcome to leave a donation. From Tuesday 24t
June to the end of term, pupils will not be required to wear school uniform.

Other information

e | will not be available on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of next week as | will be accompanying the
P7 pupils on their residential.

e Your child’s annual report will be sent home with your child on Thursday 25" June.
We have a busy and exciting number weeks ahead of us until the end of term. Your support is much appreciated.
Yours sincerely

Mr S. Harrison
Principal



